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RATING PHILLY’S 


NOT A SILENT SPRING 


Will It Hit 18”? 


NOR’EASTERS: A succession 


FORECAST: Heavy, wet snow, 
gale-force gusts, power losses. 


of storms unseen for decades. 


i? 


anf based ar 4 


In an unseasonable scene, snow falls at the corner of 13th and Morris Streets in South Philadelphia. 


By Anthony R. Wood 
and Joseph A. Gambardello 

STAFF WRITERS 
fter strongly signaling its in- 
tentions on Tuesday, one of 
the wildest Marches in the 
146 years that the U.S. govern- 
ment has been tracking the 
weather evidently is about to take a riot- 
ous turn with a meteorological rarity on 
the first full day of spring. 


> A RITE OF 
SPRING: The 
hardy turn out for 
their free water 
ice. Life, C1 


weighted snow; gale-force gusts; preemp- 
tive closings; and potential power outag- 
es. Utility crews were on alert, and Peco 
already had imported out-of-state help. 
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Meteorologists 
say the briskest 
coastal-storm traf- 
fic in more than 
three decades will 
culminate in a po- 
tentially historic 
spring snowstorm. 
By the time it 
stops, daily and 
monthly Philadel- 
phia records might 
have fallen, along 
with up to 18 inch- “aJ A 
es of snow. ~~~ 

It would be ac- 


is now a familiar lit- 
any of disruption: 
coastal flooding; 
heavy, water- 


turbances and 


ANIA MONTGOMERY 
Ngy S 


A \@ Glass 
BEZAN 
y : 5 
i Ə 


} J j) A NY 
EN m l r ji A eland Y 
companied by what i & E \ Ke 


SOURCE: National Weather Service 


“Fortunately, and unfortunately, we’ve 
got a lot of experience,” 
spokesman Doug Oliver. 

“In March alone.” 

This one, an amalgam of several dis- 
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storm that began pestering the region 
on Tuesday, would be the fourth signifi- 
cant nor’easter to affect the region 
since March 2. The mid-Atlantic hasn’t 
experienced a sequence like this in 31 


See SNOW on A6 
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By Jonathan Tamari, 
Holly Otterbein, 
and Andrew Seidman 
STAFF WRITERS 
Nearly 100 people filed to run 
for Congress in Pennsylvania by 
the deadline Tuesday, a surge 
that reflected the political vola- 
tility in the state and nation. 
Democrats across the country 
have been raring to send a politi- 
cal message to President Trump 
in November, and the landscape 
is especially wide open in Penn- 


MIDTERM CONGRESSIONAL ELECTION 


Nearly 100 file in Pa. to run 


First-time candidates were encouraged by recent redistricting and open seats. 


sylvania, where a wave of incum- 
bents are leaving office and new 
congressional maps increased 
the number of competitive bat- 
tlegrounds. 

In all, 59 Democrats and 35 
Republicans filed to run for the 
state’s 18 House seats as of 5:40 
p.m., or 40 minutes after the 
deadline, according to the De- 
partment of State. That was a 
few dozen more than the peak of 
the last major election wave, the 
75 candidates who registered to 


run in what became the GOP 
landslide of 2010. 

As during that midterm elec- 
tion, incumbents this time 
around also face stiff challenges 
— including many from within 
their own parties — and open 
seats have drawn swarms sens- 
ing opportunity. 

“You pair the redistricting and 
the enhanced competitiveness 
in the new districts with a num- 
ber of open seats, and you have 

See ELECTION on A6 
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reported in Austin 


Another explosion is 
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FACEBOOK PRIVACY 


Bannon 
oversaw 
collection 
of data 


He tested “drain the swamp” 
and “deep state” messages, 
ex-Cambridge employee says. 


By Craig Timberg, 
Karla Adam, and Michael Kranish 
WASHINGTON POST 

LONDON — Conservative strategist 
Steve Bannon oversaw Cambridge An- 
alytica’s early efforts to collect troves 
of Facebook data as part of an ambi- 
tious program to build detailed pro- 
files of millions of American voters, a 
former employee of the data-science 
firm said Tuesday. 

The 2014 effort was part of a high- 
tech form of voter persuasion touted 
by the company, which under Bannon 
identified and tested the power of anti- 
establishment messages that later 
would emerge as central themes in 
President Trump’s campaign speech- 
es, according to Chris Wylie, who left 
the company at the end of that year. 

Among the messages tested were 
“drain the swamp” and “deep state,” 
he said. 

Cambridge Analytica, which worked 
for Trump’s 2016 campaign, is now fac- 
ing questions about alleged unethical 
practices, including allegations that 
the firm improperly handled the data 
of tens of millions of Facebook users. 
On Tuesday, the company’s board an- 
nounced that it was suspending its 
chief executive, Alexander Nix, after 
British television released secret re- 
cordings that appeared to show him 
talking about entrapping political op- 

See FACEBOOK on A7 


Trump 
ignored 
advisers on 


Putin call 


A written message said that 
he shouldn't congratulate 
the Russian president. 


By Carol D. Leonnig, 
David Nakamura, 
and Josh Dawsey 
WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — President Trump 
did not follow specific warnings from 
his national security advisers when he 
congratulated Russian President 
Vladimir Putin on Tuesday on his re- 
election, including a section in his 
briefing materials in all-capital letters 
stating “DO NOT CONGRATULATE,” 
according to offi- 
cials familiar with 
the call. 

Trump also 
chose not to heed 
talking points from 
aides instructing 
him to condemn 
Putin about the re- 
cent poisoning of a 
former Russian 
spy in the United 
Kingdom with a 
powerful nerve 
agent, a case that 
both the British and U.S. governments 
have blamed on Moscow. 

The president’s conversation with Pu- 
tin, which Trump called a “very good 
call,” prompted fresh criticism of his 
muted tone toward one of America’s big- 
gest geopolitical rivals amid the special 
counsel investigation into Russia’s elec- 
tion interference and the Trump cam- 
paign’s contacts with Russian officials. 

Although the Trump administration 

See PUTIN on A7 


President Trump 
called his Putin 
conversation on 
Tuesday a “very 
good call.” ap 


